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copper were available. Of special repute was the bronze from the
Greek island of Delos, which Polyclitus, the great Greek sculptor of the
jth century B.C., liked to use for his statues, while the equally celebrated
Myron obtained his bronze from the workshops on the island of Aegina,
near Athens. At the fire of Corinth in 146 B.C., accident produced a
bronze mixture that afterwards became famous.
BRONZE   USED   BY   KING   SOLOMON
In Japan there does not appear to have been a Bronze Age. Bronze
was introduced to the Chinese not earlier than 500 B.C. by the Scythians,
who inhabited the districts around the Caspian Sea and exploited the
metal deposits of the Altai Mountains in Central Asia. The Phoenicians
were masters of the craft of casting and working bronze. The bronze
used by King Solomon in large quantities in the building of his temple
was cast for him by Hiram, the Phoenician King of Tyre, who flourished
about 1000 B.C.
In Northern Europe, where the Bronze Age started about 1900 B.C.,
daggers, swords, and shields were made of bronze, and so were such
ornaments as safety pins, combs, finger rings, armlets and necklets.
About the same time the first towns appeared in Central Europe where
previously there had been only villages, and the plough began to take
the place of the axe. The well-known Celtic copper mine of
Mitterberg, near Salzburg, is of vast antiquity. The Bronze Age then
merged into the Iron Age, at first in Southern and Central Europe
(about 1000 B.C.), then, about the yth century B.C., in Northern Europe.
Traces of copper are evident in both earth and sea, but it is poisonous
in other than minute doses. This is why vegetation seldom grows where
the mineral is found, although there is a herb called copper grass which
flourishes on copper outcrops in Australia, and is regarded as a reliable
indication of the presence of copper by prospectors.
COPPER   RECEIVED   ITS   NAME   FROM   CYPRUS
Just as England was the tjin island of the Bronze Age, Cyprus was
the copper island, and the metal is still produced on a small scale. The
goddess of the copper mines was the ancient Asiatic divinity Astarte,
afterwards known to the Greeks as Aphrodite. As early as 1500 B.C.
there was a lively trade in the barter of bronze from Cyprus with ivory
from Egypt and Syria. The name of Cyprus in Greek is Kupros, and the
word " copper " is derived from it. In Spain, the mines of Rio Tinto,
still the richest copper mines in the world, were exploited in very early
times. Copper was mined by the Scythians in the Altai Mountains,
and by the Celts in the Eastern Alps.
Owing to world-wide electrification, the use of copper has recently
experienced an enormous impetus. The Americans have already
extracted 1,000,000 tons of copper from the kva of the mountains near
Lake Superior, the Calumet and Hecla mines being the most important.
The site was first visited in modern times by General Louis Cas$ in 1819,